For Indonesian by Indonesian:
CRISCOM 1st Research Workshop 3-4 May 2014

A

ttended by more than forty participants from Cranfield and other leading UK universities
such as Oxford, King’s College, Loughborough and Warwick, the Cranfield Indonesian
Scholars Community (CRISCOM) successfully organised the 1st Research Workshop at
Cranfield University, 3-4 May 2014. The workshop was officially inaugurated by H.E. Mr T.M.
Hamzah Thayeb, the Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia for the UK and Republic of
Ireland, witnessed by the Cranfield Chief Executive and Vice-Chancellor, Prof Sir Peter Gregson
and the Education Attaché, Prof T.A. Fauzi Soelaiman.
Being a postgraduate only university, Cranfield is taking the driving-seat to launch such an
event that can potentially help in bridging the research-skills gap within the Indonesian students
who are currently pursuing research degrees in the UK. The workshop was first of its kind
aiming to bring together early stage researchers in a friendly research training atmosphere. It
offered advice to the postgraduates on best practice approaches to practical work, guidance
on writing literature reviews or proposals for industry and provided them with the opportunity to
speak individually to academics and researchers.

Workshop participants

Mr Hamzah Thayeb in his opening speech expressed his gratitude to the Indonesian Scholars
Community at Cranfield for initiating this event. Inspired by the National Education day on 2 nd
May, the Ambassador hoped that this kind of activity would enhance research skills of
Indonesian students and provide significant contributions to the nation. “Education for Superior
Civilisation in Indonesia has now become a tagline where the education system in Indonesia
should be striving towards”, asserted Mr Ambassador. He further added: “Education has now
become a pathway to civilise human being, mature the democracy and build a strong economy.
Indonesian scholars could play important roles in reaping the positive values from the academic
world to cultivate the innovation culture in Indonesia”.

Indonesian Ambassador, Cranfield’s Vice-Chancellor and Education Attaché

In his welcome remark, Prof Gregson reminded the participants that the ultimate goal of
education is to contribute to the society. He commented: “UK population is only 1% of the world
population but had contributed 6% of the world's scientific research papers and had an 8%
share of scientific citations between 2004 and 2012, the third and second highest in the world”.
In particular, he emphasised how Cranfield as a post-graduate only university has been at the
forefront in the invention and discovery of real-world solutions for industry and businesses,
generated by various research activities by Cranfield researchers. “With the achievements
comes a greater responsibility to share the experience and knowledge with other institutions and
countries including Indonesia”, he added.

Day one
The workshop was kicked-off by the keynote speech from Prof David Denyer, Director of
Research at Cranfield School of Management, on 15 critical tips to begin the research journey.
He ‘wished someone had told him these tips 15 years ago’. He further inspired the participants
on the importance of conducting a structured and critical literature review, and practical
illustrations on how to embark on it.

Keynote speech by Prof David Denyer, Director of Research

Led by Prof Gregson, the roundtable discussion provided a friendly dialogue between the
students and the panel consisting of him and the Indonesian government representatives.
Many issues were freely put forth by the workshop participants to the panel members although
matters related to initiating new (and harnessing existing) academic collaborations remained
top of the agenda. Judging from the cordial responses, it was apparent that the Indonesian
Embassy was very open to suggestions and endeavoured every effort in finding the solutions.

Roundtable discussion
Practical examples from David Denyer were then presented at the subsequent sessions by a
number of Cranfield academics. Hendro Tjaturpriono, a doctoral candidate from Cranfield
School of Management, shared his journey in formulating his research questions and to
subsequently plan his research. Saryani Asmayawati, a Lecturer from School of Engineering,
took the opportunity to reveal the intricacies in conducting a client-based research project.

Hendro Adiarso Tjaturpriono and Saryani Asmayawati
Other industry-based research perspectives were given by Dr Benny Tjahjono, a Senior
Lecturer who shared some tips in obtaining direct funding from industry, along with Windo
Hutabarat who have been successful in winning a number of collaborative projects through the
Technology Strategy Board (TSB). They highlighted TSB as an excellent model of the
government agency that acts as a catalyst for innovation and an enabler for research
collaboration between industry and academia.

Benny Tjahjono and Windo Hutabarat

The highlight of the day had to be the ‘Research Clinic’ session, where participants had the
opportunity to discuss their research issues with the speakers. This unique session was found
very useful and interesting especially for those who have recently embarked their research
journey.

Research clinic sessions – very well received by the participants

Day one ended with the Gala Dinner. Taken place at the University social club, Mr Ambassador
and the Education Attaché were entertained by CRISCOM music group whilst enjoying their
supper. PPI-Cranfield organised a quiz that tested participants’ appreciation of Lagu Wajib
Nasional and Lagu Daerah. Quiz winners took all the prizes.

CRISCOM band

Quiz winners | Ayu and Luluk’s birthday

Day two
Day two was dominated by presentation sessions. Led by a panel of academics and post-docs
from Cranfield, Oxford and Loughborough, participants were given a 15-minute slot to present
an ‘elevator pitch’ about their research. In return, they received constructive feedback from the
panel members. The topics of the presentation were vast but remained interesting, ranging
from engineering/sciences to management and social sciences; and from economics and
finance to agriculture. Participants took the opportunity not only to practice their presentation
skills but also to convey key messages to the audience succinctly.

Elevator pitch in a friendly, lounge setting
The workshop was officially closed by the Education Attaché, Prof T.A. Fauzi Soelaiman.
Attending the closing ceremony was Prof Lynette Ryals, the Pro-VC of Cranfield, who
appreciated very much the effort put by the Indonesian scholars on dealing with such an
important issue in research training. She hoped this kind of workshop would become a bridge
to open up a wider research network.
In his closing remarks, Prof Soelaiman once again congratulated CRISCOM for putting together
such an excellent event, starting from its conception all the way through to the delivery. The
Attaché further commented: “The presence of the VC, Pro-VC and the Keynote Speaker here in
the workshop shows the tremendous supports by the university, not only by providing the
facilities for the workshop, but also by sacrificing their priceless family time in this long holiday
weekend to be with all of us in this workshop”.

Prof Fauzi Soelaiman, Pro-VC Prof Lynette Ryals and the participants
Feedback from the participants has also been very positive. Dr Fauzan Adziman, a post-doc
from Oxford said that: “The workshop is a great event for networking, learning and enjoying the
weekend with great contents and accompanies; definitely recommended for all postgraduate
students in UK who have interest to produce great results for study in the UK”. Dharendra
Wardhana, a PhD student from King’s College London, concurred, and added: “I hope the next
workshop could include tips on how to write academic publications”.

Alethea presented her ideas to her fellow PhD researchers

Finally, it is worth mentioning a special guest in this workshop, Alethea Pramesthi, an A-level
student of the EF Academy Oxford that, despite her young age, actively participated at the
elevator pitch alongside other participants. She commented: “The knowledge that was shared
is valuable and relevant to the issues I'm facing in academic writing. My highest compliments to
the people who initially came up with this idea. Looking forward to joining another similar event
next year.”

-Benny Tjahjono, for CRISCOM

