
Your Excellency, 

the Ambassador of the Republic of 

Indonesia, Mr. Hamzah Thayeb 

the Head of Indonesian Student Association 

of Great Manchester, Mr. Agung Bagus 

Pratiksa Linggih 

Distinguished Guest, Friends of Indonesia 

 

Good Evening, 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

  

First of all on behalf of the Ministry of 

Tourism and Creative Economy, I would like 

to convey my sincere appreciation to 

Indonesia Student Association in 

Manchester for organizing this special event 

“Indonesian Cultural Night: Experience the 

Wonders”. 

 



It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be 

here in this beautiful and historic city of 

Manchester. I would also like to convey my 

sincere gratitude for those who provided 

time to attend this promising occasion. It 

certainly gives me a great pleasure to 

experience such encouraging response 

from all of you. 

  

In Indonesia, some 8 million international 

visitors came to visit last year. The income 

from this industry has reached 41 billion US 

dollars and has created around 9 million 

jobs. We are aiming to reach 9 million 

tourists by this year and I hope our friends 

here in Manchester can help us to achieve 

this target. 

 



Visitor arrivals from UK increase from year 

to year. In 2011, Indonesia 

welcomed193,880British visitors, increased 

to 203,625 visitors in 2012 or 5.03%. 

Meanwhile, until February 2013, the visitors 

from UK has reached 28,333 from 220,000 

visitors targeted in 2013. 

 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Indonesia is perhaps the most diverse 

country in the world.  We are a nation of a 

quarter billion people, coming from some 

1,128 ethnic groups, speaking hundreds of 

dialects, who live across 3 time zones, in 

the world's largest archipelago consisting of 

over 17,000 islands, which is why I believe 

that, while our nation is blessed with plenty 



of natural resources, the true riches of 

Indonesia lie in our people - in our traditions, 

folklores and cultures.   

 

And although each and every one of them is 

different and unique, all our cultures have 

one thing in common: they are earth-loving 

cultures.  They all pay tribute to the 

terrestrial environment that give them life - 

our forests and rivers, our mountains and 

seas, our blue skies and white beaches.   

 

Indonesia is situated right on the equator, so 

you can hop on a plane anytime and be 

spoiled by our warm weather and sunshine. 

 

In the world of tourism, everybody knows 

Bali. It is known also as the island of the 

God, and voted many times by several 



travel magazines as "the world's best 

island".  I am obliged, however, to let you 

know that Indonesia is a lot more than the 

island of Bali.  A lot, lot more and theye are 

waiting to be explored. Indeed, Indonesia is 

a microcosm of a universe that offers 

something for everybody.   

 

In order to maximize tourist movement from 

one destination to another, Ministry of 

Tourism and Creative Economy has 

committed to develop the 16 national 

strategic tourism sites (new destination 

beyond Bali) until 2014: 

1. Old Town – SundaKelapa; 

2. Tanjung Putting; 

3. Wakatobi; 

4. Raja Ampat; 

5. Toba Lake; 



6. Bromo – Tengger – Semeru; 

7. Toraja; 

8. Bunaken; 

9. Kintamani – Batur Lake; 

10. Kuta – Sanur – Nusa Dua; 

11. Rinjani; 

12. Borobudur Temple; 

13. Thousand Islands; 

14. Menjangan, Pemuteran; 

15. Komodo; 

16. Ende – Kelimutu. 

and promoting 7 special-interest tourisms as 

our customers can always expect: 

1. Culture & Heritage; 

2. Nature & Ecotourism; 

3. Recreational Sports; 

4. Cruise; 

5. Culinary & Shopping; 

6. Health & Wellness; 



7. MICE.  

 

The strategic sites and special interest 

tourism are considerably important in 

increasing the number and the quality of 

foreign visitor coming to Indonesia. 

 

I have been telling you good things about 

Indonesia, but I do have something else to 

tell about Indonesia.  I warn you this: 

Indonesia can be addictive.  One way or 

another, those who come to Indonesia 

usually get charmed, and get hooked, and 

they come back again, and again. This may 

happen to you, so please consider yourself 

warned. 

 

So, ladies and gentlemen, I hope you all get 

the basic message that you will be warmly 



welcomed to visit Indonesia, and I do 

believe that your Indonesian experience will 

be a memorable and treasured one.  Before 

we continue the Indonesian Cultural Night, 

please enjoy the glimpse of the beauty of 

Indonesia through a video, “Feeling is 

Believing”. 

 

Thank you, and see you in Indonesia. 

 

Manchester, 21 April 2013 

 

 

Molly Prabawaty 


